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to deprive the people of the liberal institutions they had
secured.

He pointed out not less clearly what ought to be the
general aim of the policy of the king and of his advisers.
Here also he did little more than repeat more'emphatic-
ally advice previously given. He insisted that every
dream of a counter-revolution must be abandoned.
Even if 25 million Frenchmen could be deprived of
memory, even if a whole generation could be obliterated,
the state of things which existed before 1789 could not
be restored. Nor need this be regretted. The levelling
of old barriers and distinctions ought to be as advan-
tageous to the Crown as it was to the nation.

He only indicates negatively the necessary changes
in the constitution by pointing out some of the obvious
defects. He does indeed lay down as a principle not to
be lost sight of that the Assembly should legislate under
the control of the king, and the king govern under the
control of the Assembly. But he avoids all detail.
Should the revision be carried out by the present or
by a future legislature ? The existing Assembly is, he
Miinks, besotted by parental partiality for its offspring.
It might no doubt be brought to assent to partial
improvements, but not to the radical corrections needed.
Besides, even if by gaining the leaders of the Left the
Court could secure a sufficient majority, that majority
would be discredited if it included, as it necessarily
must, men so justly distrusted and unpopular as the
Extreme Eight. But perhaps the chief objection to
acting through the existing legislature was that public
opinion was not yet ripe, and that unsupported by
public opinion nothing could be effected. Ifr was one of